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Description: American Elderberry is a fast-growing shrub or small tree with white spring flowers that turn into deep purple berries,
attracting wildlife and usable for jams and jellies. It has compound leaves that yellow in fall and spread by shallow roots and suckering.
Hardy and adaptable, it thrives in a range of soils and sun conditions, tolerates drought and flooding, and naturally grows along
shorelines and open forests.

American Elderberry, Sambucus canadadensis
Size: Height up to 4m, Spread up to 4m  • Light: Partial Sun to Full Sun • Moisture: Dry, Normal, Moist, Wet, Drought
and Flood Tolerant • Soil: Sandy, Loamy, Clay, Rocky • Soil pH: Normal 

Description: Fragrant Sumac is a compact, multi-stemmed shrub with aromatic, citrus-scented leaves that attract butterflies and 
change from green to vibrant yellows, reds, and purples in autumn. It produces yellow spring flowers, red hairy berries that persist
through winter, and male catkins in the fall. With shallow, fast-spreading roots, it’s excellent for stabilizing slopes and shorelines, yet is
less aggressive and easy to maintain compared to other Sumacs.

Fragrant Sumac, Rhus aromatica
Size: Height 1-2m, Spread 1.5 - 3m  • Light: Partial Sun to Full Sun • Moisture: Dry, Normal, Moist, Drought Tolerant,
Flood Tolerant • Soil: Sandy, Loamy, Clay, Rocky • Soil pH: Normal 

Description: The Pussy Willow is a fast-growing, multi-stemmed shrub or small tree up to 6 m tall, valued for bank stabilization due to 
its extensive, water-loving root system. It produces fuzzy purple-brown catkins before leaf emergence, which develop into long-beaked,
hairy seed capsules, and has hairy, reddish-brown branches and lance-shaped leaves with toothed edges. Thriving in moist soils from
full sun to part shade, it naturally grows in wet meadows, swamps, and along shorelines across Canada.

Pussy Willow, Salix discolor
Size: Height 6m, Spread up to 5m  • Light: Partial Sun to Full Sun • Moisture: Moist, Wet, Flood Tolerant (well
drained) • Soil: Sandy, Loamy, Clay • Soil pH: Normal 

SPECIES GUIDE
DECIDUOUS SHRUBS

Description: The Shadblow Serviceberry is a multi-stemmed shrub with showy white spring flowers that turn into blueberry-sized, deep
purple-blue fruits by fall. Its dark green leaves become vibrant orange-red in autumn, and it attracts wildlife while stabilizing shorelines.
Low-maintenance and hardy, it thrives in moist, well-drained soils, tolerates drought and occasional flooding, and adds striking 
seasonal color to landscapes.

Shadblow Serviceberry, Amelanchier canadensis
Size: Height 3-5m, Spread 3m  • Light: Partial Sun to Full Sun • Moisture: Moist, Wet, Flood Tolerant (well drained) 
• Soil: Sandy, Loamy, Clay • Soil pH: Acidic, Normal

Description: Winterberry is known for its bright red berries that persist through winter and feed birds and small mammals, though only
female plants near males produce fruit. It blooms small, greenish-white flowers in early summer and spreads easily, forming colonies,
with roots that help stabilize soil and control erosion. Adaptable to wet soils and partial sun, it naturally grows in wetlands, along rivers,
and in marshy areas.

Winterberry, Ilex verticillata
Size: Height 3m, Spread 1m  • Light: Partial Sun to Full Sun • Moisture: Normal, Moist, Flood Tolerant • Soil: Sandy,
Loamy, Clay, Humus • Soil pH: Acidic, Normal

DECIDUOUS TREES

Description: American mountain ash is a medium-sized tree with clusters of small white spring flowers, and bright red-orange berries
that attract birds and other wildlife. It grows in a variety of habitats from moist swamps to rocky hillsides, and can tolerate dry soils,
though growth is slower in harsher conditions. Its seeds are dispersed by birds, helping it colonize new areas. Despite its name, the
American mountain ash isn’t a true Ash tree, therefore isn’t susceptible to infestation from the Emerald Ash Borer.

American Ash, Sorbus americana
Size: Height 10m, Spread 3m  • Light: Partial Sun to Full Sun • Moisture: Dry, Normal, Moist 
• Soil: Sandy, Loamy, Clay, Rocky • Soil pH: Acidic






