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H A B I TAT
This large freshwater fish lives in the shallow 
areas of lakes and large rivers, such as the 
St. Lawrence.  It migrates every year to swift 
flowing water to spawn, usually between 
early May and late June.

A P P E A R A N C E
The Lake Sturgeon is Canada’s largest 
freshwater fish.  The largest ever recorded 
was two metres long, although most found 
today are smaller.  It has five rows of bony 
plates along the back and sides and its skin 
is covered with tiny tooth-like projections 

that make it feel like sandpaper.  Males live 
to be about 55 years old and females up to 
80 years.

F O O D
Lake Sturgeons have a toothless mouth 
that forms a tube to suck up food from the 
lake bottom such as insect larvae, crayfish, 
mollusks and small fish.

P R O T E C T I O N
This fish is protected under the Provincial 
Fisheries Act.  Recreational fishing for 
Lake Sturgeon in Quinte is prohibited.

STURGEON
Lake

The Lake Sturgeon is listed as being of Special Concern in Ontario.  Threats to this 

species include overharvesting for meat and caviar, habitat destruction, water quality 

issues and invasive species competing for food and altering habitat.
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